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Water Issues 
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WATER USE IN TEXAS BY SECTOR

GROUNDWATER

Sector Annual Use % 

Irrigation 5,670,000 AF 75%

Municipal 1,458,000 AF 18%

Manufacturing 162,000 AF 2%

Mining 162,000 AF 2%

Livestock 162,000 AF 2%

Power 81,000 AF 1%

SURFACE WATER

Sector Annual Use % 

Irrigation 5,670,000 AF 32%

Municipal 1,458,000 AF 46%

Manufacturing 162,000 AF 14%

Mining 162,000 AF 1%

Livestock 162,000 AF 2%

Power 81,000 AF 5%
Source:  TWDB: Texas Water Use Estimates Summary for 2020 (Sept. 20, 2022)
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TEXAS RESERVOIRS NOT LONG AGO

June 2025
TWDB, Water Data for Texas, 
https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide

May 2026
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CATEGORICAL WATER USE BY COUNTY
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MAP OF TEXAS WATER SERVICE BOUNDARIES

TWDB, Water Service Boundary Viewer, 
https://www3.twdb.texas.gov/apps/waterserviceboundaries
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 LARGEST TEXAS RESERVOIRS
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 LARGEST TEXAS RESERVOIRS
Reservoir  Yr. Constr.    Conserv. Storage
Buchanan     1938       861k acre-feet

Travis     1942      1.11M acre-feet

Texoma    1944     2.52M acre-feet

Sam Rayburn   1965     2.86M acre-feet

Falcon    1954     2.65M acre-feet

Tawakoni    1960        872k acre-feet

Toledo Bend   1969 4.48M acre-feet

Amistad    1969 3.16M acre-feet

Livingston   1969      1.79M acre-feet

Richland-Chambers   1987      1.09M acre-feet
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 MAJOR TEXAS AQUIFERS
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Conservation Storage Capacity of 
All Texas Reservoirs (combined) = 

31.5 million acre-feet1

Recoverable Water Storage in the 
Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer (alone) = 

1.3 billion to 3.9 billion acre-feet2

1https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide.
2https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2022/03/21/texas-am-researchers-study-carrizo-wilcox--aquifer/.
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GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
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   EXAMPLES
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 Socioeconomic Impact Study of 
Simsboro Aquifer Desired Future Conditions 

A Study of Brazos and Robertson Counties 
March 6, 2026 
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   QUESTIONS
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AQUIFER STORAGE AND RECOVERY

Source:  https://twdb.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=dc7a102f5c1649858ec6f8d2c32dcc04
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