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Thursday – Friday August 6 – 7, 2026 
Four Seasons Hotel Austin, Texas 

PRESENTED BY: 
Environmental & Natural Resources Law Section of the State Bar of Texas 

PROMOTED BY: 
Air & Waste Management Association, Southwest Section 

Water Environment Association of Texas 
American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources 

SUPPORTED BY: 
EarthX 

THURSDAY AUGUST 6, 2026 

  

7:30 am – 8:15 am CHECK IN/ BREAKFAST 
The Austin Tea Party 

Sponsored By Trinity Consultants 

8:15 am – 8:45 am OPENING REMARKS 
By the dawn’s early light   

Jeff Civins, Chair, Texas Environmental Superconference 
Trammell S. Crow, Founder, EarthX 
Joe Pere, Chair Emeritus, Central Texas Chapter, Air & Waste 
Management Association, Southwest Section 
Phillip Goodwin, Vice-Chair of the Government Affairs Committee, WEAT 
Danny G. Worrell, ABA Section of Environment, Energy & Resources 
Lisa Uselton Dyar, Chair, Environmental & Natural Resources Law Section, 
State Bar of Texas 
[Sample Skit] 

https://www.haynesboone.com/people/civins-jeff
https://earthxstg.wpengine.com/speaker/trammell-s-crow/
http://www.omsgroupllc.com/joe-pere.html
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/i0v396cn4v1q0ljo7d7uvb0n5l20jo24
https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/w/worrell-danny
https://www.bdlaw.com/lisa-dyar/
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 MODERATOR: Cindy Bishop, President, C Bishop Law PC 

8:45 am – 9:45 am SUPREME COURT UPDATE 
Men are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights 

John Cruden, Principal, Beveridge & Diamond PC 
 Todd Kim,  Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

9:45 am – 10:15 am  CASE LAW UPDATE 
Facts are stubborn things  

James E. Smith, Shareholder, Crain Caton & James 

10:15 am – 10:30 am BREAK 
Sponsored By EnSafe, Inc.  
[Skit 1]  
[Skit 2] 

 MODERATOR: Ty’Meka M. Reeves-Sobers, Partner, Clifford Chance US LLP 

10:30 am – 11:15 am WATER ISSUES 
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure 

Jeremy Mazur, Director of Infrastructure & Natural Resource Policy, Texas 
2036  
Lynn Sherman, Partner, Jackson Walker 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm TEXAS COASTAL ISSUES 
From sea to shining sea  

Jim Blackburn, Outside Counsel, Gulf Coast Protection District  
Michael Irlbeck, Director Business Development, EPCOR 
Rebecca Andrews, Assistant General Counsel, Port of Houston Authority 

12:15 pm – 1:10 pm LUNCH 
As thick as hasty pudding 

Sponsored By Ramboll 
[Skit 3]  
[Skit 4] 

 MODERATOR: Anne Austin, Founder, Austin Legal & Public Affairs 

1:10 pm – 1:30 pm REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR REMARKS 
This land is your land; this land is my land 

Scott Mason, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 6 

https://www.cbishoplaw.com/
https://www.bdlaw.com/john-c-cruden/
https://www.pillsburylaw.com/en/lawyers/todd-kim.html
https://craincaton.com/attorneys/james-e-smith/
https://www.cliffordchance.com/people_and_places/people/partners/us/ty'meka-reeves-sobers.html
https://texas2036.org/news-analysis/staff_members/jeremy-mazur/
https://www.jw.com/people/lynn-sherman/
https://gcpdtexas.com/viewpoints/environmental-lawyer-and-advocate-jim-blackburn-joins-gcpd-to-support-design-of-the-galveston-bay-barrier-system-ike-dike/
https://www.texenrls.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Michael-Irlbeck.pdf
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/h3ydg2othc6piom1twpkdcvxdnck6zcf
https://austin-legal.com/#about
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/regional-administrator-epas-south-central-region-region-6
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1:30 pm – 2:30 pm FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave  

Ashleigh Myers, Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 
Shailesh Sahay, Partner, Bracewell LLP 
A.J. Wissinger, Partner, Reed Smith LLP 

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm TCEQ/EPA CHAT 
United we stand, divided we fall 

Chat Leader:  Stephanie Bergeron Perdue, Partner, Baker Botts LLP 
Kelly Keel, Executive Director, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Stacey Dwyer, Deputy Regional Administrator, EPA Region 6 

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm BREAK 
Sponsored By Exponent, Inc.  
[Skit 5] 

 MODERATOR: Pam Giblin, Board Member, B Carbon 

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm AIR QUALITY 
Give me liberty and give me breath 

Terry Salem, Special Counsel, Office of Legal Services, Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 
Jordan Rodriguez, Shareholder, Winstead P.C. 
Parker Wilson, Vice President of Regulatory Law, Valero (Retired)  

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm  
 

 

OIL PATCH 
The shot heard round the world 

Betsy Peticolas, Environmental Attorney, Railroad Commission of Texas 
David Terry, Counsel, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 
Dania Grundmann, Assistant Director, Water Quality Division, TCEQ 

5:15 pm – 5:20 pm CLOSING REMARKS 
The price of freedom is eternal vigilance 

[Skit 6]  
[Skit 7] 

5:20 pm – 6:00 pm RECEPTION 
O Say Can You Drink 

Sponsored By GSI Environmental, Inc.  

https://www.pillsburylaw.com/en/lawyers/ashleigh-myers.html
https://www.bracewell.com/people/shailesh-sahay/
https://www.reedsmith.com/our-people/aj-wissinger/
https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/p/perdue-stephanie
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/hcknncpck7ezr6mi2v9buenjaftlt16w
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/kaylmw85u6ogjlhaz66oo14ghpwvor9v
https://www.texenrls.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Pamela-M.-Giblin.pdf
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/9ksgqyok1ighsymou0vn6hkious0itbd
https://www.winstead.com/People/Jordan-Rodriguez
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/in5b3gvo3p4i7zq6zoax469hhlzaetfd
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/egfdbk9q8nt62l9z46oidh7fi8jkkgd7
https://www.hunton.com/people/david-terry
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/ps73jh7i7cpc9kz9sv0y813b68pj8mqm
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FRIDAY AUGUST 7, 2026 

7:30 am – 8:15 am BREAKFAST 
The time is now near at hand… 

Sponsored By Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.  

8:15 am – 8:30 am OPENING REMARKS 
These are the times that try men’s souls 

[ANNOUNCE ANSWERS TO REVOLUTIONARY WAR QUIZ] 
[Skit 8] 

 MODERATOR: Peter T. Gregg, Partner, Gregg Law PC   

8:30 am – 8:55 am FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT 
A Stitch in Time Saves Nine 

Jeffrey Hall, Assistant Administrator, Office of Enforcement and Compliance 
Assurance, EPA 

8:55 am – 9:30 am STATE AND CITIZEN ENFORCEMENT 
Don’t tread on me 

J. Amber Ahmed, Of Counsel, Beveridge & Diamond 
9:30 am – 10:30 am CLIMATE 

Learn to think continentally 

Jim Blackburn, Chairman of the Board and Founder, BCarbon 
Aaron Ramcharan, Associate, Baker Botts LLP 
Patrick Runge, Partner, Burke Law Group PLLC 

10:30 am – 10:45 am BREAK 
Sponsored By LJA Environmental Services 

 [Skit 9]  
[Skit 10] 

 MODERATOR: Jason A. Hill, Partner, Holland & Knight LLP   

10:45 am – 11:30 am CHEMICAL AND PRODUCT REGULATION 
The British are coming… 

Cynthia Stroman, Partner, King & Spalding LLP 
Clarissa Howley Mills, Partner, Holland & Knight LLP 

11:30 am – 12:15 pm ADMINISTRATIVE LAW UPDATE 
Reason and free inquiry are the only effectual agents against error 

Linda Secord, Attorney at Law 
Eric Groten, Senior Partner, Vinson & Elkins LLP 

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm  LUNCH 
Waste not, want not 

Sponsored By Terracon Consultants, Inc. 
 [Skit 11] 
[Skit 12] 

https://www.gregglawpc.com/copy-of-attorneys
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/t2l9ot6g99rexlm5cvcdy9mbzu92fazc
https://www.bdlaw.com/j-amber-ahmed/
https://bcarbon.org/our-team
https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/r/ramcharan-aaron
https://burkegroup.law/lawyer/patrick-runge/
https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/h/hill-jason
https://www.kslaw.com/people/cynthia-am-stroman
https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/m/mills-clarissa-howley
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/ws98iwsrff1rhrci2s2xooh19cobqs4t
https://www.velaw.com/people/eric-groten/
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1:15 pm – 1:30 pm SBOT ENRLS MEETING 

Let us dare to read, think, speak and write 

 MODERATOR: Steve Morton, Attorney, The Morton Law Firm, PLLC 

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm AI AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness 

Tracy Hester, Professor, University of Houston Law Center 
Glenn C. Clingenpeel, Deputy General Manager, Trinity River Authority of 
Texas 
Patricia Peterson, Vice President of Claims, TLIE 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm ETHICS AND LOBBYING 
Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation 

Denise Davis, Partner, Davis Kaufman PLLC 
Sam Gammage, Government Affairs  
Rep. Brooks Landgraf, State Representative, Texas House of 
Representatives 

3:30 pm – 3:35 pm CLOSING REMARKS 
Let Freedom Ring 

[SKIT & QUIZ WINNERS ANNOUCED] 

3:35 pm COOKIE RECEPTION 
Chip, Chip, Hooray! 

Sponsored By ALL4 LLC 

https://themortonfirm.com/about
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=3178
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/ljxvhoc8dkpahb772hnw67id7az6xi0c
https://www.tlie.org/people/patricia-a-peterson
https://daviskaufman.com/about-us/denise-davis/
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/0zq5en9qdu2r2vn5f2dpe8ylhmgp1cuo
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/lw7l1q0y5y7a98imwwdkhp72cesoc05g
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Data Centers and the Environment 
 

Wednesday August 5, 2026 
Four Seasons Hotel Austin, Texas 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5, 2026 

  

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm     CHECK IN 

4:00 pm - 4:05 pm WELCOME AND PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Strangers are welcome because there is room enough for all  

Mary Simmons Mendoza, Vice Chair, Texas Environmental 
Superconference   

 MODERATOR: Carolyn Ahrens, Solo Practitioner and Of Counsel, Booth 
& Associates, P.C. 

4:05 pm - 4:15 pm AN INTRODUCTION TO DATA CENTERS  
Energy and persistence conquer all things 

A.W. Armstrong, Principal & Texas Market Director, Ramboll  

4:15 pm - 4:45 pm THE FEDERAL PERSPECTIVE 
Look before, or you’ll find yourself behind 

Rob Seifert, Director, Infrastructure Disposition and Regulatory 
Policy, U.S. Department of Energy  
Rachael Marsh, Chief Legal Officer, Edison Electric Institute 

4:45 pm - 5:15 pm TEXAS WATER AND POWER SUPPLY ISSUES 
No gains without pains 

Alan Leonard, Director of Policy, Texas Water Foundation 
Jared Berg, Partner, Bracewell LLP  

https://www.haynesboone.com/people/mendoza-mary-simmons
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/s13boeboxkyfy4h5d3rnqrbgc3gma1j5
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/369wj26v3bwwqmdpcayhxsgwxpbw023v
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/x7720gkzt04p5utezqfmx6ni5u5q5zmk
https://www.eei.org/-/media/Project/EEI/Documents/About/Leadership/Marsh.pdf
https://www.texaswater.org/staff
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/366gzul5yt3pmr4fl3kfr6qoswck9il6
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5:15 pm - 5:30 pm ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Well done is better than well said 

Rob Seifert  
Rachael Marsh  
Alan Leonard 
Jared Berg 

 MODERATOR: Mary Simmons Mendoza 

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Haste makes waste 

Jason A. Hill, Partner, Holland & Knight LLP 
Alicia Smith, Principal, Ramboll 
David B. Spence, Professor, University of Texas School of Law 

6:30 pm CLOSING REMARKS 
Wish not so much to live long as to live well 

https://haynesboone.box.com/s/x7720gkzt04p5utezqfmx6ni5u5q5zmk
https://www.eei.org/-/media/Project/EEI/Documents/About/Leadership/Marsh.pdf
https://www.texaswater.org/staff
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/366gzul5yt3pmr4fl3kfr6qoswck9il6
https://www.haynesboone.com/people/mendoza-mary-simmons
https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/h/hill-jason
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/iaa3v7y0ftag8eds7p1i5ej6mp9cz9u2
https://law.utexas.edu/faculty/david-b-spence/biography/
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Jeff Civins 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Chair 

Mary Mendoza 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Vice-Chair 

Amber Ahmed 
Beveridge & Diamond, 

P.C. 

Carolyn Ahrens 
Booth & Associates, P.C. 

Anne Austin 
Austin Legal & Public Affairs 

Debra Tsuchiyama Baker 
Baker Wotring, LLP 

Stephanie Bergeron 
Perdue 

Baker Botts, L.L.P. 

Cynthia J. Bishop 
C Bishop Law P.C. 

Marcella Burke 
Burke Law Group 

Anthony B. Cavender 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP 

Richard Dexter 
Patrick Dexter 

R-D Consulting, Inc. 

Shelly M. Doggett 
State Office of 

Administrative Hearings 

Lisa Dyar 
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 

Pamela M. Giblin 
Climate Leadership Council 

Phillip M. Goodwin 
City of Houston 

Peter T. Gregg 
Gregg Law P.C. 

Elizabeth C. Harkrider 
TCEQ 

Jason A. Hill 
Holland & Knight LLP 

David Klein 
Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle 

& Townsend, P.C 
Phillip Ledbetter 

TCEQ 

Shannon Love 
Office of the Attorney 

General of Texas 
Arnoldo Medina 

Valero Energy Corporation 
Steve Morton 

The Morton Law Firm 
PLLC 

Julie Nahrgang 
Water Environment 

Association of Texas 

Michael J. Nasi 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Ty’Meka Reeves-Sobers 
Clifford Chance 

Benjamin Rhem 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Jeffrey A. Saitas 
Saitas and Seales 

Paul C. Sarahan 
Earth & Water Law, LLC 

Cindy C. Smiley 
Smiley Law Firm 

Christopher D. Smith 
Smith Jolin LLP 

Cynthia Stroman 
King & Spalding LLP 

David Terry 
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 

Andrew Van Osselaer 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Ryan Vanderlip 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 

Michael F. Vitris 
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 

Brooke Wallery 
U.S. EPA 

Dorothy E. Watson 
Foley & Lardner LLP 

Timothy A. Wilkins 
Bracewell LLP 

Suzanne Wilson 
Edward Aquifer Authority 

Danny G. Worrell 
Baker Botts LLP    
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To all our Supporters & Sponsors 
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PERTINENT INFORMATION 

CLE 
Wednesday’s Program: This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education 
credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 2.5 hours of CLE credit, all 
of which can be applied to the legal ethics/professional responsibility requirement. We received 
approval from the Texas Board of Legal Specialization for 2.5 hours for the following specialty fields: 
Administrative Law; Civil Trial Law; Oil, Gas and Mineral Law, Real Estate Law, and Property Owners 
Association Law. 

Thursday and Friday’s Programs: This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal 
Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 12.5 hours of CLE 
credit, of which 1.5 hours can be applied to the ethics requirement. We have received approval from 
the Texas Board of Legal Specialization for 12.5 hours for the following specialty fields: 
Administrative Law; Civil Trial Law; Oil, Gas and Mineral Law, Real Estate Law, and Property Owners 
Association Law. 

HOTEL BLOCK UPDATE: Our room block at the Four Seasons Hotel is currently SOLD OUT. For 
your convenience, we have provided the names of several nearby hotel options below, there are 
others in the area. Please contact the hotels directly regarding availability, rates, and reservations. 

Austin Marriott Downtown 
JW Marriott 
Fairmont Austin 

PARKING: Four Seasons Hotel - Self Park: $30/vehicle/day; Valet: $32/vehicle/day; Overnight: 
Discounted rate of $58/vehicle/night 

DRESS CODE: Casual (It’s Austin! It’s summer!) 

QUESTIONS: If you have any questions, please contact: The Superconference at 
superconference@haynesboone.com  

CANCELLATION POLICY:  

• Full refunds available for cancellations received by 5:00 PM CT on July 10th. 
• Cancellations received by 5:00 PM CT on July 15th incur a $200 fee. 
• No refunds on cancellations received after 5:00 PM CT on July 31st, but attendee substitutions 

are accepted via email until 5:00 PM CT on August 3rd. 

Registrants are responsible for canceling hotel reservations and complying with the hotel’s 
cancellation policy. Check the hotel’s cancellation policy carefully. 

FRIENDS OF SUPERCONFERENCE 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ausmd-austin-marriott-downtown/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ausjw-jw-marriott-austin/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.fairmont.com/en/hotels/austin/fairmont-austin.html?goto=fiche_hotel&code_hotel=A7Z4&merchantid=seo-maps-US-A7Z4&sourceid=aw-cen&utm_medium=seo%20maps&utm_source=google%20Maps&utm_campaign=seo%20maps
mailto:superconference@haynesboone.com

