
37th Annual Texas Environmental Superconference 

“How Sweet It Is” (Welcome to Candy Land) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday – Friday August 7 – 8, 2025 
Four Seasons Hotel Austin, Texas 

PRESENTED BY: 
Environmental & Natural Resources Law Section of the State Bar of Texas 

PROMOTED BY: 

Air & Waste Management Association, Southwest Section 
Water Environment Association of Texas 

American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources 

SUPPORTED BY: 

EarthX 

THURSDAY AUGUST 7, 2025 

  

7:30 am to 8:15 am CHECK IN/ BREAKFAST 
Home Sweet Home 

Sponsored by Trinity Consultants 

8:15 am to 8:45 am OPENING REMARKS 
Sweet Tidings 

Jeff Civins, Chair, Texas Environmental Superconference 

Trammell S. Crow, Founder, EarthX 

Joe Pere, Air & Waste Management Association, Southwest Section 

Julie Nahrgang, Executive Director, Water Environment Association of 
Texas 

Danny G. Worrell, ABA Section of Environment, Energy & Resources 

Mike Dillinger, Chair, Environmental & Natural Resources Law Section, 
State Bar of Texas 

https://www.haynesboone.com/people/civins-jeff
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/1886fwt7lqdyrv9y6vhfu3f2pbn5l0fq
https://www.intera.com/team/joseph-r-pere/
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/sq9xtk0jvahb1fiu257bgfj7p44w7f73
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/3tdw6qxavdi677uifrjj2ywboa6avve7
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mike-dillinger/
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 MODERATOR: Anne Idsal Austin, Attorney & Founder, Austin Legal and 
Public Affairs, PLLC 

8:45 am – 9:05 am EPA HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 
Starburst 

David Fotouhi, Deputy Administrator, EPA 

9:05 am – 9:30 am LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Sour Patch Kids 

Shea Pearson, Environmental Lobbyist, HillCo Partners   

9:30 am – 9:55 am CASE LAW UPDATE 
Nerds 

Kami McFarland, Senior Associate, Clifford Chance 

9:55 am – 10:25 am NEPA 
Bazooka 

Justin Schwab, General Counsel, CEQ 

10:25 am – 10:40 
am 

BREAK 
Sweet Nothings 

Sponsored by Geosyntec Consultants  

10:40 am – 11:20 
am 

VCP & TRRP UPDATE 
Life Savers 

Kenneth Tramm, PhD, PE, PG, CHMM, General Manager, Modern 
Geosciences  

Steve Morton, Attorney, The Morton Law Firm, PLLC 

11:20 am – 12:00 
am 

TCEQ/EPA 
Dubble Bubble 

Brooke Paup, Chairwoman, TCEQ 

Scott Mason IV, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 6 

12:00 pm to 1:10 
pm 

LUNCH 
Toot Sweet 

Sponsored by Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

 MODERATOR: Carolyn Ahrens, Solo Practitioner and Of Counsel, Booth & 
Associates, P.C. 

1:10 pm to 2:30 pm AIR QUALITY 
Air Heads 

1:10 pm Aaron L. Szabo, Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation, EPA 

https://haynesboone.box.com/s/l8dryc8mzzo4xrkys00scbxj6d4fv2hc
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-deputy-administrator
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/a42vtbdwlvumtydoy8p1nhqqx93phdhe
https://www.cliffordchance.com/people_and_places/people/lawyers/us/kami-mcfarland.html
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/kffrt6kwqxdd6ar9olzvz4c2pe8yxnb5
https://moderngeosciences.com/about/kenneth-tramm-phd-pg-chmm/
https://themortonfirm.com/about
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/r4k0y30i40800lxxhgr54zk8sh51tm4k
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/regional-administrator-epas-south-central-region-region-6
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/s13boeboxkyfy4h5d3rnqrbgc3gma1j5
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/a/a/aa170e16-af3f-4735-be76-a491b595ee66/101EC21F64D2389060118698DEBAF2273A281D4083A7021850A594D373D8F17B.03-05-2025-szabo-testimony.pdf
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1:30 pm Hannah Roskey, Senior Associate, Baker Botts L.L.P 

Brittany Pemberton, Partner, Bracewell LLP 

Jim Blackburn, Professor in the Practice of Environmental Law, Rice 
University 

Amy Browning, Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Division, TCEQ 

2:30 pm to 3:15 pm GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Jolly Ranchers 

Carlos Rubinstein, Principal, RSAH2O, LLC 

Natasha Martin, Shareholder, Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody 

Casey Cooper, Associate, Terrill & Waldrop 

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm BREAK 
A Sweet Tooth 

Sponsored by Ramboll US Consulting, Inc. 

3:30 pm to 4:15 pm PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Gummy Bears 

Marisa Perales, Partner, Perales, Allmon & Ice, P.C. 

Hon. Shelly M. Doggett, Administrative Law Judge, State Office of 
Administrative Hearings 

Jon Niermann, Partner — Environmental & Natural Resources, Vinson & 
Elkins LLP 

4:15 pm to 5:15 pm  UNDERGROUND INJECTION CONTROL  
Pop Rocks 

James McGuire, Partner, Holland & Knight LLP 

David Grounds, VP Regulatory, Pilot Water Solutions 

Barry Smitherman, Chairman, President, and Co-founder, Texas 
Geothermal Energy Alliance 

5:15 pm to 5:20 pm CLOSING REMARKS 
Sweet Dreams  

5:20 pm to 6:00 pm RECEPTION 
Sweet Talk 

Sponsored by Langan Engineering & Environmental 

https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/r/roskey-hannah
https://www.bracewell.com/people/brittany-m-pemberton/
https://profiles.rice.edu/faculty/jim-blackburn
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/36e2j2hhq36r1ohfe0pwtutgbc5gl32o
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/2pc1ghxn0zp5n8ukhixsf1xtw9ytgn36
https://www.gdhm.com/attorneys/natasha-j-martin/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/casey-cooper-918107285
https://txenvirolaw.com/about-our-firm/attorneys/
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/nfqwnb7bhm9tohv44dl2as47cipq28ml
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/9g1w3s937mazyrqgolqndyyfcrc2av0j
https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/m/mcguire-james-britton
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/p0kh18168fb2lkpqs3dkvx1ifgc1dvnh
https://www.txgea.org/about-us/
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FRIDAY AUGUST 8, 2025 

7:30 am to 8:15 am BREAKFAST 
Sweet Spot 

Sponsored by Ensafe, Inc. 

8:15 am to 8:30 am OPENING REMARKS  
The Sweet Smell of Success  

 MODERATOR: Cindy Bishop, President, C Bishop Law PC 

8:30 am to 9:15 am ENFORCEMENT 
Pay Day 

Joe W. Bailey II, Owner, Hinton | Bailey PC 

Craig J. Pritzlaff, Director – Office of Compliance and Enforcement, TCEQ 

9:15 am to 10:15 am NUCLEAR POWER AND URANIUM MINING 
Good and Plenty 

Kym Harshaw,  Executive Vice President & Chief Nuclear Officer - 
Retired, STP Nuclear Operating Company 

Colleen Grygier, Senior Attorney, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 

Marty O’Neill, Associate General Counsel, Nuclear Energy Institute 

10:15 am to 10:30 am BREAK  
In Your Own Sweet Time 

Sponsored by VLS Texas Molecular 

10:30 am to 11:00 am NEW COURT 
Smarties 

Jane Webre, Partner, Scott Douglass & McConnico LLP   

11:00 am to 11:30 am UNIVERSAL AND SOLID WASTE 
Toxic Waste 

Diane Goss, Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Division, TCEQ 

11:30 am to Noon EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY/POST CONSUMER 
RECYCLED CONTENT PRORAMS 
Now and Later 

Victor K. Salazar, Associate,  Haynes Boone LLP 

Noon to 1:15 pm LUNCH 
Sweet as Honey 

Sponsored by GSI Environmental Inc. 

https://haynesboone.box.com/s/lkz0cgp1a9c3n8ekv3oe4adv2hvaunh1
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/7lmnmycxha5uu663b2r9xnk6rj6i0w5m
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/t0qeugjf3osjwr6fogtsu3eh9q83dinp
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/yz2jmccypdr8g7wkprvih0rgqe0sx5jy
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/29tmmef4bdcm9h2xnjqi85bqnyo2rbc5
https://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-o-neill-4a460b21/
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/t3pe9gwf2mq0uwvzjn9o1usv7bs315ob
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/q70lzuffrsqe5yjpawzrdjib8nqgyaoc
https://www.haynesboone.com/people/salazar-victor
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1:15 pm to 1:30 pm  TENRLS MEETING 
Short But Sweet 

 MODERATOR: Jason A. Hill, Partner, Holland & Knight L.L.P. 

1:30 pm to 2:30 pm  PFAS  
Everlasting Gobstoppers 

James B. Slaughter, Partner, Beveridge & Diamond PC 

Reza Zarghamee, Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Kirby H. Tyndall, PhD, DABT, Senior Associate Toxicologist, GSI 
Environmental 

Susan T. Litherland, P.E., Principal, SQ Environmental LLC 

2:30 pm to 3:30 pm ETHICS 
Mr. Goodbar 

Gaines West, Partner, West, Webb, Allbritton & Gentry, P.C. 

Marcella Burke, Chairman, Burke Law Group, PLLC 

3:30 pm to 3:35 pm 

 

3:35 pm 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow 
 
SUNDAES 
A Sweet Goodbye 

https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/h/hill-jason
https://www.bdlaw.com/james-b-slaughter/
https://www.pillsburylaw.com/en/lawyers/reza-zarghamee.html
https://www.gsienv.com/gsi_staff/kirby-h-tyndall-phd-dabt/
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/v4gq922tfpg4vracjhm1fagwfxeu348z
https://westwebblaw.com/staff/gaines-west/
https://burkegroup.law/lawyer/marcella-burke/
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WEDNESDAY AUGUST 6, 2025 

3:45 pm to 4:25 pm     CHECK IN 
Sweet Greetings 

4:25 pm to 4:30 pm WELCOME: Mary Simmons Mendoza, Vice Chair, Texas Environmental 
Superconference 

 MODERATORS:  

Anne Idsal Austin, Attorney & Founder, Austin Legal & Public Affairs, 
PLLC 

Mary Simmons Mendoza, Partner, Haynes Boone LLP 

4:30 PM to 5:30 PM 

 

 

ENERGY* 
Powerhouse 

David Fotouhi, Deputy Administrator, EPA 

Matthew Z. Leopold, Partner, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 

Travis Wussow, Partner, Jackson Walker LLP 

5:30 PM to 6:30 PM PERMITTING 
Crunch 

Ann D. Navaro, Partner, Bracewell LLP 

Jason A. Hill, Partner, Holland & Knight L.L.P. 

Justin Schwab, General Counsel, CEQ 

https://www.haynesboone.com/people/mendoza-mary-simmons
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/l8dryc8mzzo4xrkys00scbxj6d4fv2hc
https://www.haynesboone.com/people/mendoza-mary-simmons
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-deputy-administrator
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/fxfo9sbsvo25nsvqcy5e940rpd3hkg3n
https://www.jw.com/people/travis-wussow/
https://www.bracewell.com/people/ann-d-navaro/
https://www.hklaw.com/en/professionals/h/hill-jason
https://haynesboone.box.com/s/kffrt6kwqxdd6ar9olzvz4c2pe8yxnb5
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Jeff Civins 

Haynes and Boone, LLP 
Chair 

Mary Mendoza 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Vice-Chair 

Amber Ahmed 
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 

Carolyn Ahrens 
Booth & Associates, P.C. 

Anne Austin 
Austin Legal & Public Affairs 

Debra Tsuchiyama Baker 
Baker Wotring, LLP 

Stephanie Bergeron 
Perdue 

Baker Botts, L.L.P. 

Cynthia J. Bishop 
C Bishop Law P.C. 

Molly Cagle 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 

Anthony B. Cavender 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP 

Richard Dexter 
Patrick Dexter 

R-D Consulting, Inc. 

Shelly M. Doggett 
State Office of Administrative 

Hearings 

Pamela M. Giblin 
Climate Leadership Council 

Phillip M. Goodwin 
City of Houston 

Peter T. Gregg 
Gregg Law P.C. 

David Klein 
Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & 

Townsend, P.C 

Edward Clark Lewis 
Norton Rose Fulbright LLP 

Arnoldo Medina 
Valero Energy Corporation 

Tammy Mitchell 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 

Steve Morton 
The Morton Law Firm PLLC 

Julie Nahrgang 
Water Environment 
Association of Texas 

Michael J. Nasi 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Ashley T.K. Phillips 
Holland & Knight LLP 

Ty’Meka Reeves-Sobers 
Clifford Chance 

Benjamin Rhem 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Jeffrey A. Saitas 
Saitas and Seales 

Paul C. Sarahan 
Earth & Water Law, LLC 

Cindy C. Smiley 
Smiley Law Firm 

Christian Smith 
U.S. EPA, Region 6 

Christopher D. Smith 
Smith Jolin LLP 

David Terry 
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 

Andrew Van Osselaer 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Ryan Vanderlip 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 

Michael F. Vitris 
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 

Dorothy E. Watson 
Foley & Lardner LLP 

Laura L. Whiting 
Occidental Petroleum Corp. 

Timothy A. Wilkins 
Bracewell LLP 

Suzanne Wilson 
H-E-B, LP 

Danny G. Worrell 
Baker Botts L.L.P.  

Brittany Wright 
Office of the Attorney General 

of Texas 
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Thank you  
To all of our Supporters & Sponsors 
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PERTINENT INFORMATION 

CLE: Wednesday’s Program: This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal 
Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 2.00 hours 
of CLE credit, all of which can be applied to the legal ethics/professional responsibility 
requirement. It also has been approved by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization for 2.00 
hours for the following specialty fields: Administrative Law; Civil Appellate Law; Oil, Gas and 
Mineral Law; and Real Estate Law. 

Thursday and Friday’s Programs: This course has been approved for Minimum Continuing 
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 12.25 
hours of CLE credit, of which 1.00 hour can be applied to the ethics requirement. It is also 
has been approved by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization for 12.25 hours for the 
following specialty fields: Administrative Law; Civil Trail Law; Property Owners Association 
Law; Oil, Gas and Mineral Law; and Real Estate Law. 

HOTEL: We’ve arranged a limited hotel block with discounted rates at the FOUR SEASONS 
HOTEL,  98 San Jacinto Blvd., Austin, Texas 78701. To book a room, please contact the Four 
Seasons – by phone (512-478-4500) or online www.fourseasons.com . 

Discounted rates for our hotel block are: City View – $335/night and Lake View – 
$410/night. 

Group Name: Texas Environmental Supercon 
Block Rate Code: 250728TES 

QUESTIONS: If you have any questions, please contact: The Superconference at 
superconference@haynesboone.com  

CANCELLATION POLICY: Your confirmation email will provide you with a link to cancel. 
Cancellations submitted by 5:00 PM Central Time on July 17th will be eligible for a full 
refund. Cancellations received via email by 5:00 PM Central Time on August 1st will receive 
a refund, minus a $200 cancellation fee. Cancellations received after 5:00 PM Central Time 
on August 1st will not be refunded; however, you may substitute an attendee by notifying us 
via email by 5:00 PM Central Time on August 4th. NOTE: It is the responsibility of the 
registrant to cancel any hotel reservations and to comply with the hotel’s cancellation policy, 
which is different than the Conference’s policy. Please be sure you understand the hotel 
cancellation policy at the time you make your reservation. 

FRIENDS OF SUPERCONFERENCE 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.fourseasons.com/
mailto:superconference@haynesboone.com



